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of nature on them are dealt with in a superb manner. "In the melody of its diction, in the ease of its alliteration, and in the  expression  of varied  emotions, Gitagovinda has probably the first place in the lyrical literature of the world ".   The form of the work is entirely original and is based upon the 'Jatras* of Bengal, staged during religious festival.    These songs* though predominantly erotic have been interpreted as having an esoteric significance and as describing the cravinjg of the Jiva, or individual soul for union with Par&nmtma or Supreme God, through the good offices ®f the worthy preceptor.   The book has been always very popular on account of the happy blending in it of the literary,  the devotional, the musical and the mystic elements.   Some songs from the Ashtapadi are invariably chanted in all communal prayers or Bhajana* Wherever music and poetry are together utilized for the adoration of God, the Gitagovinda finds the foremost place.    The book has been commented upon by very many scholars in our own country and translated into   English by Edwin   Arnold,   into   German   by Ruekert and into the other European languages as well. Like Kalidasa's Meghaduta among the erotic lyrics, the Gitagovinda has given rise to a species of composition.   Many poets of later ages wrote works on the same model, some among them being Gita raghava, Gita sundara,    Gita gangadhara,    Gita   girisa,    Gita madhava, and Gita sankara.
The   religious   literature  of  the    Vaishnavites in many devotional lyrics.    The Chatiissloki,
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